HEARTH Communications Committee Meeting
October 25, 2022, 11AM



Attendees:
· Lea Brown
· Milena Nigam
· Megan Hepler

Absent:
· Cayden Walker


Agenda

Hats Off
· Lots of great publicity day of event, attendees posting from event and tagging HEARTH
· Ideas for continued social media/communication:
· Recap + photos for the website and on social media + tag sponsors
· Image carousel for Instagram + tag sponsors
· Can we use some of the video/interviews taken from event?
· Thank sponsors on social media
· Follow-up Marisa’s email with a direct link to photos; even better (but very time-consuming), send photos to individuals to thank them for their attendance
· Include recap + photos in next HEARTH newsletter; Megan will reach out to Cayden about the newsletter

Young Professional Board
· How are events being advertised? What’s the follow-up after events? With attendees? With sponsors?
· We want to promote our sponsors/hosts (like 11th Hour Brewing) on social media
· Events should be included in HEARTH’s social media/communications efforts
· Milena will reach out to YPB to see if there is a member who would like to join the communications committee
· Megan will get out a post for Boos & Boos event on 10/27

Purses
· What are the promotion/communication needs?
· Lea will reach out to Purses committee
· Megan is arranging a meeting with Marisa and Cayden to learn more about event in order to begin social media work
· Depending on our sponsors, we could consider featuring our largest/key sponsors on our blog and/or social
· Fyi: the event is listed on WESA’s webpage

Other
· Local news media opportunities
· Cayden has reached out to Pittsburgh Magazine and Pittsburgh Tribune; what did he learn?
· Megan reached out to Business Times, no response yet
· North Hills Magazine
· Shady Ave: Milena will reach out to staff writer, Laurie Gravina
· Idea: get one of these glossy magazines to cover one of HEARTH’s signature events; maybe they scope out a 22/23 event, and then the story comes out ahead of the 23/24 events in order to generate interest and attendance
· Public Source has a column for first-person guest essays
· Would a program participant (current or graduated) be interested in writing an essay? Alternately, could we interview a participant and write up an essay? 
· Would Marisa, as CEO, be interested in writing a guest essay?
· Letter to the Editor: what if we submit a letter to Post-Gazette (other news media?) after Second Avenue Commons opens to the public? Letter could highlight the different housing needs affecting our community: short-term, emergency shelter vs. transitional housing vs. affordable long-term housing
· Milena will talk with Marisa about this idea and can take the lead in drafting if Marisa is interested
· Lea created a database for media sources/contacts; she will share with the committee; Milena will add a tab for conferences; also to add (Lea) is a resources tab (i.e., “ethical storytelling”)
· Lea is creating a communications calendar for us to keep on top of events and communication opportunities
· As HEARTH redefines its focus (i.e., housing + job-training), this will be a great opportunity to broadcast work at HEARTH

Next meeting: November 8 at 11:00 

